MAKING OF THE AIR MAIL ROUTE   $
he comes down anywhere, rescue aircraft go out along
the track until they find him.
In addition to the above the aeroplanes were normally
unable to fly the whole distance from Transjordan to
Iraq on one fill of petrol, more especially in the reverse
direction, that is from east to west, because of the pre-
vailing wind. It was soon found necessary to instal
special desert refuelling points located on the track, with-
out which it would be nearly impossible to find them;
so as it turned out the making of the track provided an
adequate and economical method of ensuring safety and
smoothness of working. Before describing the making
of the track, I must give some idea of the country over
which it was marked.
The land between the Euphrate^nd the Jordan is
referred to on the maps as a desert. As a matter of fact
it is not desert in the strict sense of the word. Llooked
the word ' 'desert" up in Mr. Webster's dictionary and
found that he described a desert as a "barren tract incap-
able of supporting any considerable population without
an artificial water supply, and almost destitute of moisture
and Vegetation." The country we are dealing with is
more accurately fitted by the definition of the word
"steppe," which is given as "xerophilous grassland,
usually treeless." This means a country covered with
grass that likes growing in dry places. But it is the word
"treeless" which gives the keynote. You can go on and
on and on, and whatever else you may see, you may be
certain that it will not be a tree. Yet until you come
back to a land in which trees grow you hardly realize
what you have been missing; and I think that it is the
absence of trees that gives the peculiar empty look to the
country, which I shall still obstinately go on calling

